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VA CLAIMS ARE MOVING FAST 

VA claims are moving faster. I just received a claims 
file for a veteran that was requested over six years 
ago. I believe, for me, that is a record in getting a 
prolonged response from the VA. I have waited one or 
two years in the past. That is exactly the kind of 
reason why I would highly recommend you not to go 
to a representative or attorney that tells you he will 
not take your claim unless he receives the evidence 
in advance or he looks at the claims file. Service 
connection for a VA claim normally starts at the day of 
filing. Sometimes it starts when evidence is received, 
when the evidence received does not prove the 
earlier effective date of the filing of the claim. 

However, waiting for a claim to be adjudicated isn’t 
as bad as it use to be since the VA has been scanning 
the claims file and your representative may have 
access to see what is in it in two or three weeks. Still 
you will need to submit evidence to support your 
claim. Seeing the claims file will help your 
representative with the plan for you to receive service 
connection with the earliest possible onset date. The 
VA now has a process that will help speed up your 
claim even more on appeal. However, speeding up 
your claim may be your Trojan horse. The process is 
almost the same as reconsideration which is already 
in existence. Reconsideration only considers 
information the VA already has at the time of the 
decision. The process for an appeal and hearing may 
give you time to submit evidence the VA has not yet 
considered. This evidence you submit may include 
medical treatment, medical opinions and other 
evidence. Their medical opinions and evidence may 
require more expertise and an attitude that favors 
you. Therefore, shopping for the best representative 
is important. Although I am retired if you call me I am 
happy to help you. Although I won’t represent you 
myself, if you call me I will answer or call back in 
order to help you with going in the right direction for 
you. 
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In the Beginning some of the public was confused 
about Veterans Crossing. Is it a place just for 
veterans? The answer is no. Veterans Crossing is a 
place for everyone to eat, watch a movie and find 
out more about veterans. Vets For Full 
Representation, inside of Veterans Crossing, carries 
out its charitable purposes although Veterans 
Crossing itself is owned by David Huffman. The 
veterans and their families have been looking for a 
place where they can go and bring their families 
that is alcohol free. Although alcohol may bring 
more profit, there is other problems that come with 
an alcohol environment. Many of the younger 
veterans have stopped going to some of the 
traditional veteran organization posts such as the 
American Legion, VFW, DAV and Amvets for that 
reason. Some of these posts were forced to shut 
down because of a younger veterans need for a 
more family environment. Veterans Crossing intends 
to get the message out about the importance of 
celebrating, honoring and memorializing veterans 
without the sale of alcohol. Wish us luck. 

Vets For Full Representation: “Add your voice to the front lines” 
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Vets for Full has quietly provided assistance for Veterans at Veterans Crossing. We have been 
providing advice and counseling to Veterans at Veterans Crossing since the previous 
newsletter. Its Veterans Crossing position that compensation benefits are worthless unless 
received and any of the benefits are not received are worthless to the Veteran. Why should a 
veteran pay a fee to an attorney unless it is in the veterans best interest. 

I am willing to review veterans claims in order to help said veteran to evaluate what is best 
for him/her. This evaluation is very important to a veteran because of the possible conflict of 
interest that attorneys may have when a veteran’s representative accepts his/her claim. The 
Attorney may accept the claim immediately, after receiving evidence or after receiving the 
claims file. The decision to accept a claim is very important because it can effect how much a 
veteran will receive in back pay. 

If anyone is interested in receiving my help or recommendation, it won’t cost you anything. 
However I believe you will feel better about the direction of your claim after speaking with 
me. If you choose a free service representative, make sure the representation is adequate or 
even better or equal to the hire for fee competition. With everything being equal, of course 
free is better. However, it is not that simple since veterans have multiple claims on multiple 
paths and there are new one that may need to be filed. When you call I will explain in more 
detail. 



A VETERANS STORY 

As a 25 year old lieutenant in Vietnam in February 1969, the Nebraska-
born Lt. Kerrey led a team of Navy SEALs in a nighttime mission on the 
village of Thanh Phong, in the Mekong Delta. The Navy SEALs were 
informed that Viet Cong were holding a meeting at the site. When the 
SEALs arrived instead of a meeting they saw the Viet Cong murdered at 
least 13 unarmed women and children inside several peasant houses. 

The following month, after engaging the enemy Lt. Kerrey lost the lower 
part of his right leg when a grenade exploded at his feet during his 
team’s mission on Hon Tam Island in Cam Ranh Bay and was awarded a 
Medal of Honor for his actions above the call of duty while engaging 
enemies during a firefight. 

Kerrey returned from Vietnam to serve one term as governor of Nebraska 
before winning a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1988. He retired in 2001 and 
became president of the New School University in New York. That year, 
Kerrey was faced with accusations by one of his fellow SEAL squad 
members that the squad had intentionally rounded up and killed civilians 
at Thanh Phong on Kerrey’s orders. Kerrey, who had been awarded a 
Bronze Star for “heroic achievement” for the events at Thanh Phong, 
denied this accusation but said that the incident was a tragic mistake 
that had haunted him ever since. He later wrote about that night in his 
autobiography, “When I Was a Young Man.” 
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Veterans Crossing family restaurant and movie theatre is now opened to the 
public. The food is good and Vets For Full Representation shows some 
movies for free during the week as a nonprofit organization. Veterans 
Crossing shows movies on the weekends that are new releases for $7.00 a 
ticket, $6.00 for veterans and children under 12. The movie theatre has a 
concession stand like any other movie theatre. Neither the movie theatre 
nor restaurant has been as busy as we would have liked. Veterans Crossing 
is out in the country and we just need to give the public extra incentive to 
come and find out what Veterans Crossing is all about. We now have 
pictures on the wall that emphasize our veteran’s theme and we have 
placemats that tell the story about individual veterans from the Mid Ohio 
Valley and elsewhere to read while waiting for a meal. Outside of Veterans 
Crossing there is a Statue of Liberty and the flags of all the branches of the 
military protecting the back of Lady Liberty. In the near future there will be a 
wooden Freedom Bell by the flags. Veterans Crossing has put itself in the 
position to be the firebase for Vets For Full Representation in order to be 
supportive of Vets For Full’s goals. Vets For Full Representation, which 
celebrates, honors, memorializes and educates veterans and the public 
about veterans and is an advocate in favor of veterans for positive 
legislative changes. Outside of Veterans Crossing there is the Freedom Bell 
to be rung showing support for freedom. Keeping freedom externally and 
internally is always a challenge for all of us who have fought for freedom. 
When the public rings the freedom bell he or she can sign inside as a 
supporter of continued freedom for all. Look over the newsletter, it has 
updated pictures of Veterans Crossing and a story about a veteran to be 
shared with you, the reader, of this newsletter. Other stories about veterans 
will be included in the future for you to celebrate, honor and memorialize. 

# 
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“Gaining full right of representation for our disabled veterans 
requires a grass root effort. Every voice in support of our efforts 
on the front line makes our fight stronger” 

# 

Veterans Are Entitled to Their Back Pay 

I’m sure most of you recall when President Obama said we are citizens of the 
world. I agree we are citizens of the world but we should not humble ourselves 
to take a back seat to freedom. If you loose freedom you are most likely not 
going to get it back. I also agree with President Trump, we are Americans first. 
As a mother would protect her children first America should take care and 
protect the interest of the United States first. When we are talking about 
defense, immigration, economics and other matters it is important that our 
government serve and protect over and above the interest of Europe, for 
instance. I don’t want to get into politics I just now this, as veterans we fought 
for freedom and for our constitution. We shouldn’t have to deal with politicians 
whose agenda is to limit our freedom and our constitution as much as they 
can. As a veteran I will salute the flag until I die. I may not watch football 
because the flag means more to me than football. 

When it comes to filing a claim with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, most veterans know that they are in 
store for a lengthy and confusing process. However, 
what some veterans may not know is that the date 
they file that claim can be just as important as the 
claim itself, because that date then becomes what is 
known as the “effective date”. 

For instance; let’s say that the veteran files a claim for 
PTSD on January 1, 2016. The VA then takes 12 months 
to make a decision granting service connection for 
PTSD at a rating of 30% which pays approximately 
$408.00 a month. The effective date should then be 
January 1, 2016, meaning that the veteran is entitled to 
that monthly compensation for the 12 months equaling 
approximately $4,896.00. The amount is the veteran’s 
“back pay” and is paid in one lump sum with the 
monthly compensation continuing there after. 
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